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EXTRACT 


From a Sermon on the much lamented Death of Mr. Extnezer 
Grant Marsu, Tutor, and Profeffor eleé of Languages and Ec- 
clefiaftical Hiftory, in. TY. ale College ; who died November 16, 
1803, in the 27th year of his age: Preached at Wethersfield, on 
Lord’s-day, November 20, being the day after his funeral. By 
Fames Dana, pv. vo. Pafor of the Firft Congregational Church 


in New-Haven. 








HE Father of fpirits was pleafed to endow him with a 

fuperior genius, and a mind fitted for contemplation. 
Formed by the earlieft education to Rudious and pious habits, 
favoured with the beft advantages for the culture of his talents, 
he increafed in wifdom and virtue, as in age. 

His fecret retirement and devotion, beft known to Him who 
feeth in fecret, were remarked by thofe who guided his early 
{teps. 

Admitted a member of College, in his fifteenth year, his 
application to his ftudies was atliduous and uniform ; fo that 
he always ranked with the firlt fcholars in his clafs. The gen- 
eral tenor of his deportment conciliated the efteem of his 
fellow ftudents, and of the officers of the College. 

He was graduated in 1795, and continued to refide at 
New-Haven. In 1798 he was chofen Inftructor in Hebrew ; 
Tutor, in 1799; and Profefior of Languages and Ecclefi- 
aftical Hiftory in 1802. His eleétion to thefe various dffices 
was a juit tribute to literary merit. 
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Well acquainted with all branches of academic inftruétion, 
it was his delightful employment to imbue the minds of his 
pupils with fcience and virtuous principles. He received in 
return, from each fucceeding clafs under his inftruction, con- 
ftant teftimonies of gratitude, affection and efteem. 

Appreciating his advantages to lay a good foundation for fu- 
ture ufefulnefs and eminence in life, he feparated himfelf for the 
fearch of all wifdom. Seldom is a good genius cultivated by 
fo ardent a love of fcience. 

He excelled in the learned languages, general hiftory, and 
ancient, efpecially oriental, literature. By placing in oppofite. 
columns, in his manufcripts, the hiftory of manners and relig- 
ious rites, in the eaft and in the weft, he endeavoured to make 
it con/picuous, that they had the fame origin. His diflertations 
on the Mofaic hiftory of creation, the origin of language, and 
the defcent of all nations from one pair, evince his abilities and 
induftry. 

His laborious refearches embraced the antiquities of our own 
country, in the hiftory of which he was particularly in- 
formed. 

He examined the principles and manners of the Moderns as 
well as the Ancients, and obferved the pafling affairs of the 
world. ‘ a 

Biography, ecclefiaftical hiftory, and the evidences of natur- 
al and revealed religion, he had much attended to. 

On this great variety of fubjects, he made judicious extracts 
from, and compendiums of, the ableft authors. Thefe manu- 
fcripts contain fifteen volumes, about two hundred pages in 
each. 

He commenced his + from day to day, with reading in 
his Hebrew Bible, and penning down occafional obfervations 
on the original text. 

Uniting good judgment with extenfive reading and a reten- 
tive memory ; obferving alfo ftri& order and method in his 
literary purfuits, he had amaffed, from the beft fources, rare 
treafures of wifdom and fcience. Not fond of mere abftrufe 
fpeculations, he fearched for ufeful truth, and that only. He 
was one of thofe practical fcholars, who value the dictates of 
common fenfe. 

His converfation had nothing contratted or afluming—noth- 
ing of the pedant or reclufe ftudent. It was cheerful without 
levity—entertaining and pleafing to the wife and unwife. 

Confidering himfelf as a fteward—accountable to Him who 
maketh fome to differ from others, his talents were confecrated 
to the glory of God, and the good of mankind. The fpirit of 
vital piety added a luftre to his other accomplifhments. So far 
as a Chriftian may be known by the uniform tenor of his con- 
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verfation—fo far as an irreproachable life lays a foundation to 
prefume goodnefs of heart—fo far as we may know the moral 
and religious character of others, he feared the Lord from his 
youth. According to the fentiments and example in the text,* 
he fought his happinefs in the approbation of God thro’ the 
Redeemer, a conformity to the divine moral perfections, and 
the immortality brought to light by the gofpel. No traits in 
his character could lead us to number him among the men 
whofe portion is in this life. 

As a candidate for the miniftry, few come forward with his 
fund of fcience, advantages to magnify the office, and prok 
pects of acceptance. His fermons, full of thought, written in 
a pure, peripicuous ftyle, with judicious arrangement, and a 
proper degree of pathos, were applauded by the belt judges, 
and edifying to all. 

Known and elteemed by the firft charaéters in this State, he 
had many teftimonies from learned and excellent men in neigh- 
bouring States. The Maffachufetts Hiftorical Society lately 
elected him a member. In the official letter, informing him 
of the choice, their fecretary writes, “ Be affured, Sir, we 
have no fmall refpect for the character you maintain in the 
republic of letters.”” He was refpected as far as known, and 
known far for his years. 

Upon an invitation from one of the largeft and moft refpec- 
table churches in a neighbouring State, he had engaged to 
minifter to them in the laft vacation at the College: But the 
mylterious providence of God was pleafed to order otherwife. 
Arrefted by a difeafe, which was attended with alarming fymp- 
toms at firft, he languifhed about fofir months, and clofed the 
{cene. . 

To the fervant, who made a good improvement of his 
talents, the Proprietor faid, Well done,—Thou haft been faithful 
ina few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

In few inftances is the vanity of human hopes exemplified as 
in the early death of this rifing character. Verily every man, at 
bis beft flate, is altogether vanity. While the family, kindred and 
acquaintance are peculiarly affected with his removal in the 
Morning of life ; it will be lamented, as a common lofs, by the 
feat of literature, the country, the church, and the republic of 
letters. 


* Pfalm xvii. 15. 
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CONCLUDING DIALOGUE 


ON THE 


HALFWAY COVENANT. 


Between Canpipus, Fineris, and Humanus. 
> 


a 


N a pleafant evening in autumn FIDELIS and 

CANDIDUS, both journeying to a diftant place, 
fortunately met at the houfe of HUMANUS. He received fuch 
refpected vilitants with great cordiality. I hope, faid he, foon 
after they arrived, that this favourable concurrence will furnifh 
me with an opportunity, which I have long and earneftly defir- 
ed. Without watfte of time they entered on particular conver- 
fation. CANDIDUS requefted HUMANUS to let them 
know what ideas of confequence had occurred to him on the 
fubje& of the HALFWAY PRACTICE fince the laft inter-- 
view. Before I adopt any fixed conclufion, continued he, I 
wifh to hear every thing, which can be urged on both fides of 
the queftion. Becaufe I well know how prone we are to ad- 
here to our own opinions, whether right or wrong, and how 
difficult it is, after adopting a fentiment, to attend with candour 
to any thing offered againit it. 

Fid. ‘That feature of the mind, which you now bring into 
view, is doubtlefs the reafon why controverfy has generally fo 
little effet upon the parties engaged. Their opinions are pre- 
vioufly fettled ; and, therefore, whatever inftruétion or convic- 
tion may be convey ed to the mind of another, they are likely 
to remain unconvinced and uninftruéted. If, through the 
influence of paflion or outward condition, a man is once enlift- 
ed as an advocate for any particular fcheme ; inftead of impar- 
tially weighing the evidence which fupports a contrary fcheme, 
the powers of his mind are all vigoroufly exerted in fearch of 
arguments to defend his own. And it is to be expected that 
thofe arguments, which not only accord with his own feelings, 
but are the fruit of his own invention or ftudy, will in his 
view be quite unanfwerable. On thefe and other accounts con- 
troverfial writers fhould modeftly refign the right of deciding 
upon their own produttions, and cheerfully fubmit them to the 
decifion of the judicious public mind. 

Hum. Yrom your remarks, may we not infer the inutility 
of controverfy, efpecially on religious fubjects ? 

‘id. If the difputanis were the only perfons to be taken 
into confideration, perhaps we might. But we ought to con- 
fider 
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® fider that all mankind are concerned in every queftion relative 
~ to religious truth. The truth is infinitely important, and is 
attended with fufficient evidence. Now the arguments, which 
go for nothing with a determined antagonift, may carry full 
fatisfaction to the minds of others. A fingle ray of light, 
though ftruck out from the heat of controverfy, may enlight- 
en millions, and reach even diftant pofterity. 

Can. Admitting fome obfervations you have made to be 
true, what confidence can a man place in the opinion he has 
formed on any controverted fubject? 

Fid. A man’s [finding himfelf fully perfuaded and deter- 
mined in his own mind is no fufficient proof, that the fentiment 
he embraces is right. He ought to review the fteps, by which 
he came to be determined. He ought to reflect on the fpirit, 
which prompted his refearches. If his mind was free from 
prejudice, and open to receive light ; if he felt the worth and 
authority of the Holy Scriptures ; ; if he was humble, diligent, 
patient, and thorough in examination; if he was bold and 
unfhaken in his refolution to follow evidence and embrace the 
truth, and is confcious that every oppofite paffion and prepof- 
feffion was fubdued ; efpecially, if he can refleé& that in all his 
inquiries his eye was lifted up to him, who giveth wifdom ; he 
may rely with a degree of fatistaction, that the conclufion, to 
which he was thus conduéted, is according to the truth. ‘Thefe 
remarks, dear brethren, I would appiy to myielf, as well as 
recommend to you, in attending to the particular fubject now 
before us. 

Hum. To return, then, to the fubjet; I find, upon 
review, that an argument of fpecial confequence in favour 
of the halfway praétice was omitted. Which I greatly wonder 
at, as I now perceive the practice refts chiefly upon it. 

Fid. We will hear it with pleafure. 

Hum. The argument in brief is, that the relation in which 
the children of believers ftand to God and the church renders 
it proper to admit them at a fuitable age to recognize the cov- 
enant. Nothing can better difplay ‘the argument, than a 
recurrence to the proceedings of the well ‘know Synod of 
1662. Among the propofitions, which they undertook to de- 
fend, were the following. ‘ The infant feed of confederate 
vifible believers are members of the fame church with thei: 
parents, and when grown up are perfonally under the watch, 
difcipline, and government of that church.—That it is the duty 
of fuch infants, when grown up to years of difcretion, though 
not yet fit for the L ord? s Supper, to own the covenant th. 
made with their parents by entering thereinto*in their own 
perfons. And it is the duty of the church to call upon them 
for the performance thereof. «And if, being called upon, they 
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fhall refufe the performance of this great duty, or otherwifgy: 
continue fcandalous, they are liable to be cenfured for the fame” 
by the church.” And further, “ Church members, who were 
admitted in minority, underftanding the doétrine of faith, and 
publicly profefling their affent thereto, not fcandalous in life, 
and folemnly owning the covenant before the church, wherein 
they give up themfelves and their children to the Lord, and 
fubject themfelves to the government of Chrift in the church, 
their children are to be baptized.” Thefe propofitions are fully 
confirmed by attending to the original covenant tranfaétion 
between God and Abraham. Gen. xvii. “I will eftablith 
my covenant between me and thee, and thy feed after thee in 
their generations for an everlafting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee and to thy feed after thee.” This tranfaction was the 
foundation of the Jewifh church. And it is abundantly 
evident from fcripture, that the Chriftian church is the contin- 
uation of the Jewifh. The Abrahamic covenant muft, then, 
be confidered as ftill valid, and the children of believers mul 
be treated as under the bonds, and entitled to the privileges 
of the covenant. 

Fid. The general principle now laid down is readily 
admitted. The children of believers, baptized in infancy, 
evidently ftand in a peculiar relation to God and the church. 
They may properly be called the children of the covenant. 
They are under the bonds of the covenant, and, conditionally, 
entitled to its privileges. The church is under fpecial obliga- 
tion to watch over their early education, to reprove them in 
love when guilty of mifconduct, and to urge them by the molt 
perfuafive arguments, often repeated, to devote themfelves to 
the God of their fathers. The advantages of baptized children, 
to whom parents and the church are faithful, are indefcrib- 
ably great. Thus far our views coincide. 

Hum. And why fhould they not be required at a fuitable 
age to recognize the covenant? As they are under the bonds 
of the covenant, why fhould they not be required to acknow- 
ledge thofe bonds ? 

Fid. They fhould be required to do it. But they fhould be 
required to do it truly and uprightly, not feignedly. ‘ Thou fhalt 
{wear, the Lord liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteouf- 
nefs.”” Now in order that perfons, baptized in infancy, may 
truly and uprightly covenant with God, they mutt be the fub- 
jets of pious affection. For the church to require them to 
recognize the covenant, without firft requiring evidence of that 
character, which is neceflary to every acceptable religious tranf- 
action, is to fubvert the order of things which God has eftab- 
lithed. Let there firft be a penitent believing heart, and then let it be 
expreffed by fuitable outward ads. Andlet us fir labour with 
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children of the covenant with reference to that charaéter, 
which their moral nature and their relation to the church both re- 
quire. Let it be the prime object of the church’s pious 
inftructions, watchful care, exhortations, counfels, and prayers, 
to lead them to repentance and a godly life. When fatisfac- 
tory figns of godlinefs appear, let them be encouraged to 
manifeft it in every appointed way. But if all the pious and 
faithful endeavours of parents and the church are unavailing; 
and they continue obftinate in fin; inftead of requiring them 
to enter into covenant with fuch a charaéter, let the church 
reprove their obftinacy and impiety by a proper act of difci- 
pline. Thus the church of Chrift would difcharge its duty, 
would appear on the fide of religion, would ufe its authority 
for the honour of God, would throw off its fhoulders an increa- 
fing, oppreflive burden, and maintain its purity and glory ; 
and all the children of the church would “ hear and fear.” 

Hum. But as adults, baptized in infancy, are admitted to 
covenant on the ground of the ftanding which they already 
have in the church, why is perfonal character to be taken into 
confideration? They are already church members, and are to 
be treated as fuch, until they are formally cut off. If they 
might be introduced into a covenant ftate without any con- 
fideration of perfonal charaéter ; why may they not, without 
any confideration of perfonal charaéter, be continued in it? 
With what propriety can we cenfure them, or withhold from 
them any privilege, for poflefling the very character, which in 
fubftance they poffefled, when they were introduced into the 
church ? 

Fid. They ought, indeed, to be continued in that | 
peculiar ftate, into which they were introduced by baptifm, 
until, by manifeft irreligion and impenitence, they exclude 
themfelves. But what is that peculiar ftate? This is a quef- 
tion, which defervessmuch deliberation. One thing appears 
evident, that the memberfhip of infants is very different from 
the memberfhip of thofe, who have perfonally and explicitly 
covenanted with God and his church. “ ‘The ftanding of baptized 
children is complete in its kind, but it is a ftanding peculiar to 
them.” Their memberfhip will never be diftinét and perfonal, 
before they perfonally dedicate themfelves to God. Infants 
are members not by their own aét, but confidered as parts of 
their parents, who covenant fog them. Now there is a great 
difference between children’s being introduced into a covenant 
ftate merely by the act of their parents, and perfons coming 
into .a {tate of perfonal memberfhip by their own a@&. The 
one may be done without any confideration of charatter, that 
is, the character of the children. Believing parents may piouf- 
ly dedicate their offspring to God, though the offspring are 
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perfonally deftitute of piety. And in confequence of this 
dedication, the children may, by the gracious appointment of 
God, be entitled to many important advantages refpecting their 
everlaiting interefts. Thefe advantages may, in all cafes, con- 
tinue for a long time, and never, in any inftance, be with- 
drawn, except when forfeited by long mifimprovement and 
abufe. But when we fpeak of perfons entering into covenant 
with God for themfelves, we fpeak of a very different thing. 
Here, according to the nature of the thing, charader is an 
effential confideration. Public covenanting with God is a 
manifeftation of character, an expreflion of the heart. Itisa 
profefiion of cordial confent to the gracious terms of the 
covenant. Now although the perfonal charaéter of children 
has no direé& concern in their baptifm, which is the act of the 
parents ; perfonal character has a direé&t and moft important 
concern in that covenanting, which is a perfonal aé&. As 
covenanting is a profeflion of thofe fentiments and affections, 
which conititute a Chriftian character ; covenanting, without 
that charatter, is folemn mockery. 

Hum. -1f covenanting be a profeflion of thofe things, 
which conftitute a Chriftian character, 1 acknowledge that 
covenanting without that character is a manifeft impropriety. 
But why need it be fuppofed, that any thing of fo high and 
folemn a nature is implied in recognizing the covenant ? 

Fid.. Having lately reviewed a work of a juftly celebrated 
author on the fubject, I fhall prefent you witha fummary of 
what he has written. 

When thofe perfons, who were baptized in infancy, properly own 
their baptifmal covenant, the meaning of it is, that they, being capable 
of ating for themfelves, do profeffedly and explicitly make their par- 
ents’ ad their own, by exprefsly giving up themfelves to God. But 
this no perfon can do, without either being deceived, or diffembling, 
unlefs he in heart confents to be the Lord’s. A child of Chriftian par- 
ents never does that for himfelf, which his parents did for him in 
infancy, before he gives himfelf wholly to God. But furely he does 
not give bimfelf wholly to God, who keeps back not only a part, but 
the chief part. He who keeps back his heart does in eff2@ keep back 
all. If, therefore, be at the fame time publicly profeffes to give up 
himfelf to God, he is guilty of a moft finful inconfiftency. For perfons 
merely to promife that they will hereafter believe in Chrift, or that they 
will, at a future time, comply with the duties of the covenant, is not to 
own the covenant. What is fuch a profejfon good for ? What credit 
can be given to thofe who make promifes of future obedience, when at 
the fame time they pretend nothing better at prefent, than to live in 
rebellion againft the commands of God, which give no licence for 
delay ? This is not owning the covenant, but a rejedion of it. That 
ouiward covenanting, which is agreeable to feripture inftitution, is not 
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only a promife of what is future, but a profefion of what is prefent. 
Lt is fitly illuftrated by the marriage cowenant. For a woman to 
promife that fhe will at fome future time renounce all other men, for 
the fake of him who makes fuit to her, and that fhe will hereafter ac- 
cept him,'as her byfband, is not entering into the marriage covenant with 
him. She that enters into the marriage covenant with a man profeffes 
now to accept him, though promifes of fuitable behaviour towards him 
in faere are included in the tranfattion. The primitive converts to 
Chriflianity in the profeffion of religion which they made, in order to 
their being baptized and admitted by that initial fign into the Chriflian 
church, did not, it feems, explicitly promife any thing future, but only 
profeffed the prefent fentiment and habit of their minds. They profeffed 
to believe in the Lord Fefus Chrift. Their profeffing faith in Chrift 
was vifibly owning the covenant of grace, becaufe faith in Chrift is the 
grand condition of that covenant. If the faith which they profeffed 
had been only a fpeculative or hiftorical faith, it would not have been 
a wvifible entering into the covenant of grace; for fuch faith is not the 
condition of the covenant. But if the faith which they profeffed was 
the grace which unites the foul to Chrift, their profeffion was properly 
entering into covenant ; and it implied an engagement of future obedi- 
ence. For true faith includes in its nature an acceptance of Chrift as 
our Lord, and unreferved devotedne/s to his fervice. 

Hum. It is granted that a profeflion of faving faith was 
required of men, in order to their being admitted into the 
Chriftian church. But it is ftill doubted, whether a fimilar 
profeflion was expected of the children of Ifrael, who only 
recognized the covenant under which they were born. Mofes 
and Jofhua, the authorized meffengers of the Moft High, made 
no queftion of character, when they admitted the people to 
enter into covenant. They muft be regarded, as our example 
and authority. The queltion is, whom did they admit? None 
can imagine that the nation in general, much lefs every 
individual, had any degree of holinefs. God knew that they 
were generally rebellious. He knew that the command he 
gave them to enter into covenant and to keep the paflover 
would reach many, who were deftitute of godlinefs. Hence 
it is inferred, that godlinefs was not deemed a requifite 
aualification. 

Fid. God knew too that his command, in all its ftrictnefs, 
would reach many, who were deftitute of moral fincerity, yea, 
many who were guilty of fcandalous wickednefs. Hence, 
according to your reafoning, we are to infer, that neither moral 
fincerity, nor freedom from fcandalous crimes is a requifite 
qualification in covenanters. The truth is, God’s commands 
extend equally to the holy and the unholy. The command, 
which requires fupreme love, reaches thofe who are deftitute 
No. 6. Vol. II. Ce of 
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of love, as well as thofe who are the fubjects of love. We can- 
not afcertain the nature of any divine command from. the 
moral ftate of thofe to whom it is given; nor their moral ftate, 
from the nature of the command. The juftice and propriety of 
God’s law depend not in the fmalleft degree upon the moral 
character or heart of his fubjeéts. As to the cafe before us, 
we cannot determine what was required in God’s covenant, 
from the known charatter of the Ifraelites. Becaufe the great- 
er part were ungodly, we cannot conclude that the covenant 
did not require godlinefs. Nor can we fay, God’s covenant 
did not require godlinefs, becaufe he fuffered many to enter in- 
to it in a moft ungodly manner. For God does not in the 
courfe of his providence hinder men from that hypocrify, or 
f€igned fervice, which his law forbids and his foul abhors. 
The fame eminent author,* to whom I before acknowledged 
my obligations, remarks to this purport; ’Tis as reafonable to 
Suppofe that the children of Ifrael, when they were at Sinai and in the 
plains of Moab, made a profeffion of that refpe& to God, which they 
had notin their hearts, as that they did it at other times when the {crip- 
tures exprefsly inform us they did it. God fays in Ezekiel, “ They 
come unto thee as the people cometh, and fit before me as my people ;” 
that is, as though they were faints, which they profe/s to bes “ for 
with their mouth they fhow much love, but their heart goeth after 
their covetoufnef/s.”” In the apoftle’s time alfo they profeffed that piety to 
God, which they had not. ‘Tit. 1. 16. “ They profe/s that they know 
God, but in works they deny him.’ This was nothing uncommon 
among that people. God calls them a hypocritical nation. ’Tis certain 
this was their chara@er in the wilderne/s. The Spirit of infpiration 
fays, “they did flatter him with their mouth and lied unto him with 
their tongue ; for their heart was not right with him, neither were 
they fledfaft in his covenant.” In owning the covenant they profeffed 
that their heart was right with God; as plainly appears from this, 
that their wanting uprighine/s of heart is mentioned as an evidence, that 
they lied unto him with thetr mouth, or dealt falfely with him in their 
profeffion. It appears from Deut. v. that if they had poffeffed fuch 
a heart as they pretended to have, they would have been truly pious. 
After arehearfal of their covenanting at Sinai, Mofes fays ; “ And 
the Lord heard the voice of your words, when ye fpake unto me. 
And the Lord faid unto me, they have well faid all that they have 
Spoken. O that there were fuch an heart in them, that they would fear 
me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with 
them and with their children forever.” What they profeffed was 
evidently faving religion. For we are informed, that, had they been 
what they profeffed to be, it would have been well with them. But 
they were miftaken about their difpofition and preparation of heart to 


* Prefident Enwarns. 
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go through the work of rehgion. Nor is it at all incredible, that the 
greater part of that generation, who covenanted at Sinai, as well as 
thofe who covenanted in the plains of Moab, foould either wilfully 
diffemble, or be deceived refpeGing their own hearts. Why fhould it be 
thought any thing unufual, or flrange, that they made that hypocrtical 
profeffion, which has been the fault of multitudes in all ages ? 

That the covenant, which Mofes and Jofhua adminiftered, 
was of the fame import as the covenant of grace in gofpel times 
is capable of abundant confirmation. It is fufficient to fay, the 
fame things in fubftance were then required and the fame blef- 
fings promifed, as under the gofpel difpenfation. They were 
commanded to love God with all their heart and with all their 
foul, and to keep all his commandments. Inward, cordial 
obedience was required, as well as outward. ‘“ Thefe words 
which I command thee fall be in thine heart.” When they 
entered into covenant, they profefled a cordial compliance 
with thefe duties of the covenant, which could be nothing lefs 
than a profeffion of true piety. 

Can. It is ftill dificult for me, upon the principle which 
you lay down and which I feel compelled to believe, to account 
for it that Mofes and Jofhua adminiftered the covenant to the 
thoufands of Ifrael, with fo little evidence of their piety. 

Fid. In order to remove your difficulty, I repeat what 
has been more than once intimated before ; they proceeded on the 
ground of vifibility. The people manifefted a readinefs and 
defire to comply with the terms of the covenant. Thofe terms 
were propofed in their full extent. The people were told, 
that God required them to love him with all the heart, and 
keep all his commandments. Now therefore, faid Jofhua, fear 
the Lord and ferve him in fincerity and in truth; and put away 
the gods which your fathers ferved,—and ferve ye the Lord. 
They profeiled a willingnefs to comply. They faid, God forbid, 
that we fhould forfake the Lord to ferve other gods.—We will 
fervethe Lord, for he is our God. But from what Jofhua had feen, 
he had reafon to fufpect their fincerity. With great plainnefs, 
therefore, he faid unto them, Ye cannot ferve the Lord; for he is 
a holy God ; he is a jealous God ; he will not forgive your tranfgref- 
fions nor your fins.—And the people faid, Nay, but we will ferve the 
Lord. Jofhua, defiring ftill further to folemnize the people 
and guard them againft delufion, faid unto them, 7% are witneffes 
againft yourfelves, that ye have chofen the Lord, to ferve him. And 
they faid, We are witneffes. ‘Then Jofhua charged them to put 
away their falfe gods, and to incline their hearts unto the Lord 
God of Ifrael. And the people, ftill further to confirm the 
covenant, faid unto Jofhua, The Lord our God will we ferve, and 
bis voice will we obey. ‘This is the manner in which Jofhua 
made a covenant with the people. His conduct was marked 
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with confiftency and faithfulnefs inevery part. Nor could he, 
in thofe circumftances, have refufed to admit them into 
covenant with God, without affuming the office of fearching 
the heart, and anticipating the peculiar work of the judgment 
day. Nor is there, befides this, any poflible way, in which 
thofe, who are ignorant of the heart, can manage the affairs of 
the gofpel kingdom. The apoftles, whenever they baptized 
men and received them into Chrift’s church, proceeded on the 
ground of vifibility. They regarded that charatter only, 
which was manifefted by outward figns. When finners profef- 
fed to believe in the Lord Jefus, and behaved agreeably to their 
profeffion, they were treated as believers. 

Hum. But how do minifters of the gofpel, upon your 
plan, proceed ‘with refpeé& to the fame fubject? Inftead of per- 
mitting and encouraging men to enter into covenant, do you 
not forbid and hinder them ? 

Fid. So it feems to many. But how do we furnifh occa- 
fion for fuch a charge? Do we not, both in public and private, 
propofe the covenant to our people in all its extent? Do we 
not inform them what God requires in his covenant; and 
what bleflings he promifes to all who cordially embrace it ?: Do 
we not imitate Jofhua thus far? 

Hum. You do. 

Fid. Do we not, by every poffible argument, prefs upon 
them, whatever their character, the duty of complying with 
the terms of God’s gracious covenant ? Do we not endeavour 
to perfuade them to repent of their fins and give up themfelves 
to God without any delay? Do we not labour to convince them, 
that there is no juft excufe for neglecting, a fingle moment, 
thus to covenant with the Moft High ? 

Hum. I cannot deny it. 

Fid. And when any perfon, whatever his former charac- 
ter, manifefts a defire to give up himfelf to God in an everlatt- 
ing covenant ; do we forbid him? Do we not rejoise in fuch a 
manifeftation ? Do we not encourage him to avouch the Lerd 
to be his God in the moft public and folemn manner? Do we 
not efteem it a moft delightful fervice, a refrefhment to our 
fainting {pirits, to adminifter to him God’s everlafting cove- 
nant, and receive him into our Chriftian fellowfhip ? 

Hum. TI have no reafon to doubt it. 

Fid. In what refpect, then, excepting a merely circumftantial 
difference, do we depart fo widely, as fome have thought, from 
the {cripture examples referred to ? 

Hum. Is it not plain, that the peculiar manner; in which 


‘you treat the fubject, has a great tendency to prevent people in 
general from taken the covenant upon them ? 


Fid. 
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Fid. If we prevent them, it is by the-force of the'truth. In 
faithfulnefs to the fouls of men we feel ourfelves called upon to 
flow them what it is to covenant with God, to urge the impor- 
tance of being in reality the fubjects. of religion, before they 
profefs religion, and to tell them how the heart-fearching God 
regards thofe, who draw near to him with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honour him, while their hearts are removed 
far from him. This Jofhua did. This the prophets and 
apoftles did. This did Jefus Chrift more plainly, than any 
other. Why then do we not ftand on {cripture ground ? Upon 
different principles, I fee not how we .can difcharge our duty, 
as minifters. Intrufted with the care of men’s fouls, can we 
be accounted faithful, if we knowingly fuffer them to think 
that making a.profeffion of religion, or entering into. covenant, 
with impenitent, unrenewed hearts, is pleafmg in the fight of 
God? Confider alfo, thatthe very charge which you urge 
againft us, lies equally againft you. For by your manner of 
difcourfing on the Lord’s Supper, you in effeé exclude thofe, 
who are deftitute of gracious qualifications. 

Hum. Is there not a plain difference between covenanting 
and partaking the Lord’s Supper? Where is the impropriety 
of making different grades in the church? Why may not per- 
fons with propriety recognize the covenant and offer up their 
children in baptifm, who are not qualified for the Lord’s table? 
While all covenanters and all baptized perfons are confidered 
as church members, what harm is there in confidering com- 
municants, as ruling members? Now thofe, who rule, ought 
to have different qualifications from thofe, who are fimply 
members. 

Fid. Itis granted, that mere covenanting and partaking 
the Lord’s Supper are different religious. acts. But that they 
require different qualifications needs proof. To recognize the 
covenant is certainly a profefled confent to the terms of the 
covenant. The-terms of the covenant are the fame, as the 
terms of falvation, which are repentance, faith, and obedience. 
Entering into covenant is, therefore, a profefflion of repentance, 
faith, and obedience. Now what propriety is there in enter- 
ing into fuch a covenant, when the heart does not confent to 
its terms ? What propriety in profefling a cordial confent, with- 
out confenting in reality ? But if there be in covenanters a cor- 
dial confent to the terms of the covenant, that is, if they be the 
fubjects of repentance, faith, and obedience, furely they are 
qualified for the Lord’s Supper. Yea, my brethren, it is 
worthy of fpecial notice, that covenanting, being an engage- 
ment to obey all the commands of God, implies an engage- 
_ ment, and coniequently a fpecial obligation to come to the 
' Lord’s 
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Lord’s table. ‘Do this in remembrance of me,” is one of 
the commands, which true covenanters promife to obferve. 

As to offering up children in baptifm; can they exercife 
faith for their children, who have never exercifed it for them- A. 
felves ? Can they, who have no heart to devote themfelves to \ = 
God, truly devote their offspring ? If parents do, in faith, 
devote themfelves and their children to God, they are qual- 
ified fubjects of every gofpel ordinance. 

Your queftion concerning different grades in the church is, 
I think, eafily fettled. There are in the church officers as well 
as mere members. But with refpect to the obligation of the 
Lord’s Supper, there is no difference between officers and mere 
members. The office of rulers in the church is certainly differ- 
ent from mere memberfhip. But to denominate all commu- 
nicants ruling members, and fo to diftinguifh communicants from 
church members appears contrary to the tenor of the New-Tefta- 
ment. The apoftle, in all his epiftles, addrefles the churches 
as confifting of thofe who were vifibly qualified for every 
gofpel ordinance. He confidered the church at Rome as 
made up of thofe, who were beloved of God, and called to be faints. 
His falutation at the beginning of his firft epiftle to the Corin- 
thians is this; Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them 
that are fandified in Chrift Fefus, called to be faints. And when 
he comes, in chap. xi. to treat particularly of the Lord’s 
Supper, it appears upon the very face of what he writes, that 
all the members of the church attended that ordinance. Read 
from verfe 18 to the end, and fee if there be the moft diftant 
fuggeftion, that any church members were not comraunicants ; 
fee if any diftin&tion be made between members in part and 
members in full. From the account in Aéts, it appears that 
the three thoufand perfons, who were baptized, were immedi- 
ately numbered among the communicants. ‘“ They continued 
ftedfaftly in the apoftles’ doétrine and fellowfhip, and in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.” And what is there in the 
original inftitution, which exempts any church members from 


| 
: 
the obligation of that command, “ this do in remembrance of 
me 2? [I want evidence from the fcriptures, that all adult i 
members in the primitive churches were not communicants. I 
Hum. Has not your plan a tendency to bring a crowd of c 
hypocrites around the Lord’s table? Men, finding that they ‘ 
can enjoy no church privileges for themfelves or their children c 
without coming to the Lord’s Supper, will be tempted by the ° 
defire of thofe privileges to come to the Supper without the v 
requifite qualifications. Thus the affairs of the church will 
fall into the hands of men deftitute of godlinefs. Ww 
Fid. Your views, Humanus, are fomewhat changeable. o! 


Lately your objection to our plan was, that it tended to dif- 
courage 
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courage men from entering into covenant.—As to your pre- 
fent inquiry, I obferve, that we do not expect a pure church oa 
earth. But much may be done towards its purity. The clear 
and faithful manifeftation of the truth is of all things the’ 
beft fuited to awaken men’s confciences, and make them trem- 
ble at the aftonifhing folly and guilt of a gracelefs profeffion. 
In this way, if in any, the Lord’s table muft be preferved 
from crowds of hypocrites, from the polluting touch of profane 
hands. ; 

And now, brethren, as it is high time to conclude, let me 
thank you for your ferious and patient attention to the fubject. 
Let me alfo requeft you to review at your leifure what has 
been offered, in our prefent and former converfations, againit 
the halfway practice, and in what manner your inquiries and 
objections have been anfwered. Leet reafon, let confcience, let 
piety determine. 

Hum. I acknowledge, Sir, I fhould have lefs difficulty in 
embracing your fcheme, were it not an innovation. Every 
thing that is new in religion is to be looked upon with a fufpi- 
cious eye. I would cleave to the practice of our forefathers. 
The good old way is the belt. 

Can. What if there is a way older, than what you call 
the good old way ? What if the halfway practice turns out to 
be an innovation ? Time was when this practice was unknown 
in our country. 

Fid. And when it was introduced, many learned and 
pious men protelted againft it, as an alarming innovation. 
‘« The churches, in general, were more in oppofition than the 
clergy.” A confiderable part of them have never adopt- 
ed it. 

The practice has undergone a thorough experiment. We have 
feen its fruits. It is now difapproved by far the greater part 
of thofe churches in New-England, which maintain uncorrupt 
the doétrines of grace, and the power of religion. And 
though it is ftill held by fome minifters, who are among the 
moft refpectable for learning and piety, it has loft ground of 
late. Many, once friendly to the practice, have difcontinued 
it. I am not without hope, that the promifing revivals of 
religion, which have recently taken place, will be the means 
of introducing a more unexceptionable adminiftration of gof- 
pel ordinances. As I believe the fcheme, which we have been 
confidering, to be altogether unfcriptural and umreafonable, 
offenfive to God and hurtful to men, it would, in me, bea 
want of piety, not to wifh it abolifhed. 

Hum. ‘To with tit abolifhed in prefent circumftances is to 
wifh for a revolution, which would greatly difturb the peace 
of our churches. 


Fid. 
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Fid. 1 with for no difturbance. Though I earneftly with 
for the alteration now intended in the ftate of our churches, I 
do not wifh it to take place any further, than full conviction 
extends, that the prefent practice is wrong. Let nothing be 
done with a rafh hand. Let reformation be attempted by 
diffufing light, and by prudently removing that, which oppofes 
the influence of the truth. Let thofe minifters and churches, 
who are fatisfied that a reformation is defirable and neceflary, 
aé&t accordingly. Let thofe, who are not yet convinced of this, 
act according to the prefent dictate of confcience, ftill fearch- 
ing for further inftruction, and holding themfelves ready to 
embrace the truth, whether agreeable or difagreeable to 
prevailing opinion. 

As for us, dear brethren, let us beware of prejudice, and 
the love of popularity. The love of popularity, by its maxims 
of unlawful accommodation, hinders our fidelity, and draws 
us far from the path of duty. While prejudice impedes 
improvement, dwarfs the underftanding, finks the dignity of 
the freeborn foul, and prevents the elevated pleafure, which an 
open, independent mind enjoys, in receiving the truth, and 
following where duty guides. 








THE EXPERIENCE OF A YOUNG WOMAN AT 
THE AGE OF NINETEEN. 


HEN I was t40r 15 years old, I read a fmall 

book that gave an account of the converfion of 

fome children. My mind became quite ferious. I thought 
much about thefe children, and felt that I was wicked and 
ftood in need of that good, which they had obtained. After 
a while I was lefs ferious, and then again my mind would be 
in fome meafure alarmed. So it was with me, fometimes 
feeling very unhappy, and fometimes eafy and unconcerned, 
till I was nearly 19 years old. My mind was fo uneafy at 
times that I wet my pillow with my tears, but I was determin- 
ed that it fhould not be known, even if I could not wear it off, 
which I tried hard to do. A little before I was 19, my atten. 
tion was more than ufually called up; and fometimes I could 
not refrain from weeping when I heard preaching. In Sep- 
tember laft a Mr. S— who was then preaching here, came to 
vifit my parents, who are profeflors of religion. Before he 
went away, he afked me fome queltions about religion, and 
urged its importance. I could not refrain from weeping. 


He examined me, whether I had not been previoufly ferious. 
For 
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For the firft time, I confeffed I had. This converfation made 
fuch an impreffion on my mind, that I whifpered to my father 
to afk him to pray forme. He prayed. His prayer added 
to my trouble. Some expreflion touched me to the quick: 
but direétly, I tried again to wear it off, though in vain. The 
fecond Sabbath in O¢tober laft, the facrament was adminitfter- 
ed here by a miflionary.* In the forenoon I was very fiupid ; 
but when the text was named in the afternoon, my attention 
was again aroufed. I felt what was faid very fentibly ; it came 
with power. At the commencement of the communion, 
(which was at the clofe of the afternoon fervice) my parents 
left the pew, to take their feats with the church. ‘This very 
deeply affected my mind. It reminded me of that feparating 
feafon, when the wheat fhould be gathered, and the chaff 
fhould be durned. My lot, I feared, wguld be with the chaff. 
But to be feparated from thofe in the other world, that I had 
fo ftrong an attachment to in ¢#his, was a very grievous thought. 
But I was fo very wicked, and bent fo ftrongly upon deftroy- 
ing my foul, that foon after leaving the meeting-houfe, I tri- 
ed to fhake it off. But notwithftanding all my efforts, this 
was an uncomfortable week tome. The next Sabbath, I arofe 
with an unhappy mind, and concluded I would not go to 
meeting, but ftay at home, and try to drive away my diftre(s. 
I firft attempted to do this by application to domettic affairs ; 
but this failed me. I yet felt unhappy. I then had recourfe to 
another expedient. I went to drefling and powdering my 
hair ; but after all, I was the fame unhappy creature. Not 
knowing what to do, I concluded to try the Bible next. But, 
alas! I had no heart to read that. There was nothing com- 
forting in it, for one inmy fituation. 1 found nothing but de- 
nunciations of wrath againft me. I therefore laid it afide, and 
with an unhappy mind, I fat down and meditated. Among 
other thoughts thefe came very powerfully into my mind, 
“ What if Mr. S— is now engaged in prayer for my poor 
foul! Others are more concerned about me, and feel more 
for my falvation, than I do. O wretch thatIl am!” And 
thefe words directly fucceeded, “* Behold, now is the accepted 
time ; behold, now is the day of falvation.” My diftrefs was 
now heightened. My mother called to me, from another room, 
to bring the Bible and read. I obeyed, and went to readin 

with her aecordingly. Iread till I came to thefe words, 
‘¢ Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” 
I then felt fo convicted of difobedience, and fearing my mother 
would difcover my diftrefs, I told her I could not read. She 
afked me what the matter was; I told her nothing ; but arofe 
No. 6. Vol. II. Db and 


* From the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. 
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and walked the houfe, and felt like an undone creature. I 
was fuch a great finner, it feemed as if there could be no 
hope for me. I thought the harveft was paft, the fummer 
ended, and I paft recovering! I could do nothing but cry, 
and fay to mytelf, as 1 walked the houfe, Guilty, guilty; guilty ! 
At length 1 went to the door, and my diftrefs was then fo 
great that 1 could hide itno longer. My mother overheard 
me cry, “What fhall I do to be faved?” and again afked what 
the matter was, and came to me; | replied, “ It appears to 
me, I am finking into hell !””, As I turned and came into the 
houfe, it feemed as if God was fhowering down his vengeance 
upon me; that he had fet me up for his mark, and his arrows 
were drinking up my fpirits! Thefe words feemed to ring in 
my ears, “ No peace to the wicked! No peace to the wick- 
ed!” I walked from room to room in very great anxiety, and 
told my mother 1 could not live, my diftrefs was fo great ; it 
feemed to me it. would foon take away my life, if it continued. 
I went to the window and looking out, the clouds appeared 
very terrible, for they looked as if they were bearing the wrath 
of God to pour it down upon my guilty head ! hefe words 
came with power to my mind; “Efcape for thy life.” I 
again took up the Bible and tried to read, but could not; I 
laid it down, and again walked the houfe. Thefe words 
came to my mind, which I frequently repeated, and in them 
breathed out fome ef the diftrefs of my foul. 


** Shew pity Lord, O Lord forgive, 

“ Let a repenting rebel live. 

“ Are not thy mercies large and free ? 
“© May not a finner truft in thee ?” 


Afterwards I went and fat down in the door, and every thing 
looked gloomy on which I fat my eyes. ‘The appearance was 
fo melancholy, that it feemed to me that the earth was defert- 
ed of its inhabitants. Altho’ the fun fhone, yet it feemed to. 
me that the day was darkening, and the day of judgment coming 
on. I cannot defcribe my views and feelings. But in the 
midit of this fcene I thought God would be juft, if he fhould 
forever caft me off, and never grant me one favour. I faw my 
fins were of a fcarlet colour, and truly deferved God’s wrath. I 
returned into the houfe and took the Bible, and while opening 
it, thefe words came to my mind, “ Be ftill, and know that I 
am God.” With thefe. words I experienced fome relief. I 
read the 35th Pfalm, but there was nothing in it that appeared 
fpecial, till I came to the laft verfe, “and my tongue /hal/ 
{peak of thy righteoufnefs, and of thy praife all the day long,” 
which brought calmnefs and compofure to my mind. I then 


read 
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read the 34th Pfalm, and every word I theught was applied to 
my heart. Oh, what a tranfition then took place in my mind, 
from diftrefs and anguifh, in which I thought I could not long 
exift, to a joy and fweetnefs that I cannot defcribe. This 
was enjoyment entirely new; I could not forbear calling to my 
mother, and telling her how eafy it was for me now to read, 
and what {weetnefs I found in this Pfalm. The face of things 
was now altered, and ail things appeared new. And every 
thing feemed to be praifing God. ‘Thefe words came to my 
mind, ** Come Lord Jefus, come quickly.” Now I felt as if I 
could willingly go down to the grave, leaving all things here 
below the fun. Thefe words alfo followed, “ Tho’ I walk 
through the valley of the fhadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
thy rod and thy ftaff they comfort me.” And then thefe, “ O 
death, where is thy fting ? O grave, where is thy victory ?’ My 
Bible and hymn-book were now new books to me; and [ 
cannot exprefs the fatisfaction I found from day to day in 
reading. I loved every body, efpecially good people. I lov- 
ed my enemies, and longed for the falvation of their fouls. I 
felt a defire to invite others to come, and tafte and fee that the 
Lord was gracious. I felt as if I muft talk with all, efpec- 
ially the youth. I could fay, * Come, children, and I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord.” I was unacquainted with the 
fear of man, fora while. If they were old or many, they ap- 
peared like duff, and I was not afhamed to own my Lord 
before them. 
A. 5S. 


Diftrid of Maine, Nov. 1802, 








THE PILGRIMS. 


(Continued from page 71. vol. 2.) 


N our late conference the prefling neceflity of mif- 

fions made to enlighten the heathens was the 
fubject. If you pleafe, my friends, we will now refume it : for 
no topic can be more ufeful. ; 

Secundus. We are all happily agreed, for previoufly to your 
arrival, the other Pilgrims exprefled their defire to purfue the 
fubject. | 

Fidei. Pleafe, Sir, as the fubject embraces various and in- 
terefting inquiries, to defignate fome_particular one, which will 
at once open the field with facility. . : 

Secundus. 1 with to afcertain what meafures Americans are 
capable of adopting, which are beft calculated to favour the 
benevolent defign of miflions, _ Quartus, 


Primus. 


—— 


><“ a a ee a =~ 
a SET ae 8 
2% t ote 


Sa = 


— 


- = ee 
caw eal 


Hh 
"i 





= == &;. ae 


a 
—- 





‘ =P. 
~ 








RII tne > ne ee 


—— 


| 


: 
i 





a 


A 


——- 





vr 








— 


oS EE WW Py ne ey. 


IT A te 


on Se er mente ty tems ore emia 




















228 The Pilgrims. 


Quartus. From my acquaintance with the temper and habit 
of favages we mult adopt meafures which will inconteftably 
demonttrate that we are their friends. 

Primus. Surely we muft, if fuch meafures have not been 
ufed: but have not the Americans, ever fince their arrival, - 
been friendly to the favages ? Have they not been attentive to 
the importance of their civilization? Have they not in every 
= furnifhed them with utenfils to cultivate the earth ? 

ave they not been attentive to the education of their chil- 
dren? And from Father Elliot, that apoftle of the Indians, 
down to the prefent time, except during the period of danger- 
ous and deftructive war, have not the Americans fur- 
nifhed fome of the moft able and faithful miffionaries to difplay 
the light of the gofpel? 

Quartus. Yes, Primus, we have done all this; and yet in 
my humble opinion we have comparatively done nothing. For 
in confequence of driving the favages from the fea board, where 
they realized many advantages, into the weftern wildernefs, and 
not fecuring them in the fafe and uninterrupted poffleflion of a 
proper fhare of the continent, they have been afraid of our 
miflionaries, becaufe the Englifh were land hunters and really 
coveted their foil. 

Tertius. I believe if the Englifh in general, from the firft dif- 
covery of the continent, had come prepared only to gofpelize 
the favages, and not to acquire the pofleflion of their lands, 
that they would not fo long have oppofed the progrefs of the 
gofpel, which pious individuals were engaged to promote. 

Quartus. Iam not authorized to fay that our perfecuted 
anceftors had no right to feek an afylum in America, or that 
they had no right to purchafe territory of the Indians; but 
whether the royal grants made to the numerous applicants 
previoufly to the confent of the favages and before making 
them any compenfation were equitable, is now a ferious quef- 
tion. For the continent was difcovered and not conquered. If 
the favages had been the aggreflors, if they had carried offen- 
five war into Britain, the Englifh had a right to repel them, 
and to drive them home ; and if not quiet after being repulfed, 
they had a right to pufh them from the fhore into the diftant 
wildernefs, and to poffefs their lands. 

Primus. You now hit the point which puzzles confcience 
and incumbers all good men not a little. For the crown of 
England, in granting American territory to the feveral compa- 
nies, made but little more provifion for the favages of the Amer- 
ican wildernefs, who were the rightful poffeffors of it, than for 
the wolves and panthers ! 

Secundus. So it feems: and all that is faid relative to the 
equitable purchafe of the continent is merely fpecious. For 
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the Englifh crown in granting or felling American territory to 
the adventurous, enterprifing applicants, who chofe to crofs the 
Atlantic, left them to fettle all matters of controverfy with the 
favage men and beafts of the American foreft. The queftion 
with the crown was not this : Shall we be able to purchafe the 
continent of the Indians? Shall we be able to make them an 
adequate compenfation ? But this was the queftion; Shall we be 
able to drive out the favages and the ravenous beatts, and ex- 
tend our dominion by taking pofleffion of theirs? Shall we make 
any valuable acquifition to Britain by difpoffefling the fav- 
ages of their American territory ? 

Primus. But did not our anceftors purchafe their lands of 
the favages ? 

Quartus. Yes: but how much did they give? As much as 
they afked,no doubt. But that was not enough. They pur- 
chafed them for much lefs than their real value, becaufe the ig- 
norant creatures were incapable of making a proper eftimate. 
They did not know how to trade. 

Secundus. It then is a queftion, whether the favages have 
not been gulled and defrauded. 

Quartus. Itis hardly a queftion: but rather manifeft that 
the natives have in no generation received an equivalent for 
their lands. They feel that they have been injured. 

Primus. I will not affert they have in all inftances been 
over-reached and cheated ; but, generally {peaking, the articles 
they realized for their lands were but mere trifles compared 
with the demands of juftice and equality. 

Quartus. Poor creatures! While fcattered over the weftern 
foreft they turn their wifhful eyes toward the ea(t, and lament 
the lofs of the fhore and the extenfive territory now ftyled the 
Federal Union. I feem to hear them fay, as they vifit our fer- 
tile country, and fplendid towns and cities, Alas! all this valu- 
able territory was lately the poffeffion of our fathers: but they 
were forced from it, and we mult wander farther from the fea 
into the wildernefs, or be deftitute of meat. Hard the lot oi 
poor favages fince the Englifh came to this land. 

Tertius. But do you fuggeft that the prefent generation of 
favages is not rewarded for the lands they relinquifh to the 
States from time to time ? 

Quartus. It gives me pain as often as I-read of the extin- 
guifhment of Indian claims. For I do not read that favages 
are annually rewarded. We acquire their territory, and of 
courfe impel them to refort to the wildernefs, comparatively 
poor and wretched. Thus they save been treated, and thus 
they are treated ftill. Hence it is that the Indians have long 
been fo inimical to the Englifh. Hence it is that they are 
afraid of us even when we prefent them gifts. They are afraid 
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to truft our gofpel, becaufe they cannot truftus. If they had 
not been fo often defrauded by us, they would not be fo fearful 
of our gofpel. Poor creatures! they are generally afraid to 
truft us or our miffionaries, becaufe they have reafon to fear that 


we covet their beft lands. Having been crowded farther and far- 


ther into the wildernefs for almoft two hundred years, they are 
afraid we fhall purfue them ftill, aud never fuffer them to enjoy 
any permanent refidence. They have no more evidence that we 
have acquired a fatisfactory portion of their territory, than they 
had a century paft, before we threw them upon the back ground 


- beyond the Alleganies. That the extenfive territory of the weft 


is our object, they know and. we cannot deny. Though we pof- 
fefs as much land as we can defend, and much more than we 
can cultivate ; yea, though we pofleis millions and millions of 
the beft of uncultivated lands, yet we are not {fatisfied ; and 
fince we can acquire territory of the favages at fo cheap a rate, 
we are if poflible more greedy than ever to make great purcha- 
fes, to join territory to territory almoft beyond calculation. 

Quartus. You are correct: and who can wonder a moment 
that the Aborigines are afraid of us and flee before us like the 
defencelefs deer of the foreft? For as we approach the Indians, » 
we fright their game, which they from long habit think they 
mutt follow or die. While then we treat our red brethren in 
the manner we have done during paft centuries, what fuccefs 
can we expect from our partial attempts to enlighten them 
with the gofpel ? For they do not know that the gofpel breathes 
a better fpirit than thofe who preach it. We profefs by our 
miffionaries to make them wife and good. We profeffedly of- 
fer them the gofpel to mend and meliorate their temporal and 
{piritual condition: but their fubtle fachems reply to our mif- 
fionaries; ‘Phyficians, heal yourfelves. If your gofpel 
makes men good, why are not thofe good who have it? Why 
are not the Englifh good ? And why do they wifh to crowd us 
any farther upon the back ground of the wildernefs ? For we 
have fold you land enough, for which you have but fparingly 
rewarded us. When the gofpel makes the white people good, 
then the red people will embrace it and be good too. But till 
the gofpel make you better, we cannot receive it. For we fhall 
do very well, if you will let us alone and not difturb and drive 
away our game.” 

Primus. 'Thefe are faéts ; and we cannot difpute them any 
more than we can the light of the fun. But, after all, what 
mult be done? For the favages will not, in their ftate of grofs 
ignorance, receive the gofpel from the hands of thofe they con- 
fider their enemies.. We muft convince them that we are their 
friends, that we have gofpel hearts, and that we feek their beft 


_ intereft and happinefs before they will attend to our meflage. 
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Quartus. Then agreeably to our united opinion at the oth- 
er conference we mutt make a permanent line of divifion be- 
tween the Aborigines and the Americans, and let them know 
by anfwerable, correfpondent meafurés, that they fhall, in an 
undifturbed manner, enjoy their portion of the continent. For 
till we, in the moft faithful and inviolable manner, fecure and 
defend them in the peaceful and permanent poffeflion of their 
lands, we cannot expect fuccefs in offering them the gofpel. 

Primus. { approve with all my heart the object. They 
ought, efpecially fince the territory of the United States is very 
extenfive, to be made the lawful and fole proprietors of a tract 
of the country adequate to their numerous exigencies as fava- 
ges. But what adequate tract of land can be moft advanta- 
geoufly appropriated ? 

Quartus. 1 pretend not to dictate; it belongs to the fupreme 
authority of the States to mark the territory for the favages. 
But if good wifhes and hearty defires and prayers were eftec- 
tual, the Indians would foon be the poffeffors and fole proprie- 
tors of Louifiana and all the lands we claim weft of the Mifli- 
fippi and beyond it; and the United States would folemnly cov- 
enant to defend them againft all invaders in the peaceful en- 
joyment of it forever. And who knows but God will put it 
into the hearts of our national fathers to confer the favour ? 

Primus. Why-do you confider it in the light of a favour ? 

Quartus. Becaufe the poor favages, though the land is now 
in fa& their original property, cannot enjoy it, afide from the 
benevolent and vigorous interpofition of the States. 

Secundus. But would fuch a meafure as this make the fava- 
ges Chriftians ? 


Quartus. It would in the courfe of Providence be one good 
{tep towards it. 


Secundus. How would you treat them? Would you make 
it death for Englifhmen to crofs the river? 


Quartus. I would make it death for any one to difturb or 
trafic with them about their land. 

Secundus. Would you forbid any intercourfe whatever ? 

Quartus. By no means: I would encourage all honourable 
and friendly intercourfe, and conduét them as faft as poflible to 
a happy ftate of civilization ; but Louifiana fhould be their un- 
alienable property. There I wifh to fee the red people at 
home under the faithful guarantee and firm protection of the 
United States. 

Secundus. But.can a favour of this extenfive nature be 
granted to the poor undeferving Indians ? 

Quartus. If God pleafes it can: and I may add, if it were 
the object of the united prayers and exertions of all good peo- 
ple, we have reafon to hope that God would prepare the way for 
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it, and prefently effect it. If we but relinquifh the prefent 
thirft to extend our territory, feeng we have enough already, 
and like Chriftians turn our attention to the importance of 
adopting proper meafures to gofpelize the natives, great things 
might be effected. 

Tertius. But in the mean time fhall no eafier and more di- 
rect means be ufed to inftruct the favages who will but partially 
liften to the gofpel ? 

' Quartus. Let us continue all our miffionary exertions ; for 
much good may be done on a fmall fcale. But, my friend, to 
effect the bufinefs properly, which the mifhionary focieties have 
contemplated, we mutt, inftead of purchafing lands of the 
favages, fecure them againft all invaders and encroachments, 
and faithfully protect them im the peaceful poffeffion of their 
native inheritance. ‘Till they find themfelves the permanent 
proprietors of their territory, they will find no time to lend a 
liftening ear to the gofpel: and we fhall have no opportunity 
comparatively to reduce them to a ftate of civil order and reg- 
ularity. They will flee before our miflionaries, and hide like 
game of the foreft, till we defift from acquiring their territory, 
and fecure and defend their original claims. 

Tertius. Give me leave to afk for the order of meafures 
which wifdom moft naturally fuggefts in reference to the fav- 
ages at the prefent time. 

Quartus. I can but arrange the thoughts which have al- 
ready been fuggefted. We muft treat the favages with great 
kindnefs as opportunity offers. We muft faithfully inftrué& as 
many of their children as they will commit to our care. We 
muft furnifh-them with proper utenfils, and teach them the 
art of hufbandry and civility. We muft diligently carry the 
gofpel to all the wandering tribes which will attend to it im the 
leaft degree. We mutt fend wife men to refide among them 
to blunt the edge of their ferocity, and to meliorate their 
habits. In a word, we mutt be their friends, and their fagacity 
will prefently difcover our friendfhip. But all thefe meafures, 
which have been adopted by real Chriftians ever fince the arri- 
val of our fathers, though attended with fome falutary effects, 
will not avail to any confiderable degree, till we fecure to 
them a portion of the union large enough for all their exigen- 
cies. Let them have a permanent refidence, a proper home, 
and they will be kind neighbours, and will treat us in a hof- 
pitable manner. For they are naturally a polite people. 

‘Tertius. thank you for the arrangement; and hope that 
ere long the minds of all ranks of people will be roufed to 
adopt all neceflary meafures to gofpelize the American fav- 
ages. 


Primus. 
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Primus. I hope fo too ; for it is peculiarly interefting to the 
fouls of thofe poor natives deftitute of vifion in the habitations 
of darknefs and barbarity. But, my Fellow-Pilgrims, while L 
gratefully inform you that I have with pleafure liitened to 
your remarks relative to the conduct of the Englifh toward 
the Indians from generation to generation, and have coincided 
with you in your opinion at large, yet I have fome fears that 
we have tarnifhed the character of our excellent anceftors by 
fome.unguarded expreffions. For though the Englith who 
firft came to America were not all good men, and had not all 
of them a proper concern for the falvation of the favages, yet 
fome of them had, and were unwearied in their exertions to 
blefs them with the gofpel. 

Quartus. We have granted and muft grant it, till the im- 
mortal names of Elliot, and fome others equally memorable, 
fhall be loft; but it muft alfo be granted, that our anceftors 
were the fubjects of a ftrange impulfe and delufion, while eager 
to poflefs and realize American territory, that they were like 
Jothua and the Ifraclites authorized by Heaven to drive out 
the heathens. But it is not true that they had a fimilar com- 
miffion to expel the favages and poflefs their lands. And it 
mult be confeffed by every candid mind, that if the Englifh had 
generally been more careful to gofpelize the favages than to 
acquire their lands, that they would not have confidered us fo 
hoftile to their intereft and happinefs. ‘The Indians have al- 
ways hated us, becaufe we have coveted their lands. To re- 
form them we mutt reform ourfelves. 

‘ Primus. But why, friend Quartus, do you mention Louifia- 
na for the permanent refidence of the Indians ? 

Quartus. Becaufe itis the property of the States ; becaufe 
the river Miffifippi forms an excellent boundary, and becaufe 
we have now a better opportunity to make the Indians a tol- 
erable compenfation for the lands we poifefs than will probably 
ever prefent in future. 

Primus. Is it not too valuable a territory to relinquifh to 
the Indians ? : 

Quartus. OQ} no. If it were infinitely more valuable than 
it is, we ought to relinquifh it, if it can be confiltently and 
tvotincidchadly effected. For I fear we fhall never realize fo 
favourable an opportunity to fatisfy the prefling demand of 


‘the injured favages. Previoufly to this period, our war 


with the French and our war with England prevented the op- 
portunity which now offers to compeniate the Indians. Dur- 
ing thefe wars the Indians were under the influence of the 
French and Englith nations: now they are by Providence 
No. 6. Vol. Il. Er - committed 
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committed to us. Let us then be kind and juft. But under 
God .I fubmit the whole to the decifion and benevolence of the 
States: and will pray for the bleffing. 

[To be continued. | 











LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION. 
(Continued from page 186.) 


all 


From PASCAL to FULIA. 
LETTER XXII. 








MY DEAR JULIA, 


OON after my laft to you had gone out of my hands, it oc- 
S curred to me that it might have contributed to your ad- 
vantage, and efpecially to prevent a relapfe into fuch a diftref- 
fing ftate as that from which you have fo happily emerged; to 
have made a more particular ufe of your experience, in that 
ftate, to caution you againft tampering with any forbidden in- 
dulgence. It is poffible that your defertion, accompanied at 
one time with ftupidity, at another, with that fenfe of guilt you 
have fo pathetically defcribed, may have come over your mind 
without the commifhion of any particular known fin of which 
you are confcious. ‘The probability however is, that you ven- 
tured upon fome particular tranfgreflion. At leaft you omit- 
ted under fome temptation a known duty. Your guilt in this 
inftance ftared you in the face, fhook your hopes, and feparated 
you in your feelings from God. This is often the cafe with 
fincere believers. “They give themfelves the wounds they feel. 
So far as we indulge fin, either in acts of omiflion or commiffion, 
we neceffarily fink our evidence of being in a regenerate ftate, 
We furnilh to ourfelves an abundant fource of doubting and 
difmay. ‘That {weet enjoyment of God, which we previoufly 
had, inevitably fubfides; and our acts of devotion become 
cold, feanty, and dreadfully embarrafled with a bondage to. 
fear. Whether this were fact refpecting yourfelf I leave to 
your better knowledge of your own conduct to determine. God 
we know is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Every fen- 
timent in the Bible, and the whole language of Providence 
concur to imprefs the idea, that fin is that bitter thing which 
his foul hateth. Hence that memorable declaration of Jofhua 
to the people of Ifrael, “ Ye cannot ferve the Lord; he is a 
jealous God. He will not forgive your tranfgreflions nor 
your fins.” And hence Job fays, “ If I did defpife the caufe of 
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my man fervant, or of my maid fervant, when they contended 
with me; what then fhall L do when God rifeth up? And 
when he viliteth, what fhall I anfwer him?” ‘The Pfalmift ob- 
ferves, * ‘l'hen fhall I not be afhamed when I have refpec to all 
thy. commandments.” He therefore refolves, “1 will wath 
my hands in innocency; fo will 1 compas thine altar, O 
Lord.” We cannot confiitently, therefore, we cannot comfort. 
ably call God our Father, take the polture, and adopt the 
proper language of prayer, unlefs we are confcious that we 
have thofe feelings which our language exprefies. So far as 
we are con{cious of living in the praétice of any fin, a con- 
{cioufnels of being actuated by the holy temper mutt be dimin- 
hed. Though a fenfe of guilt with refpe& to fins committed 
antecedently to our entertaining a hope of being renewed, can- 
not reafonably operate to bar our confidential accefs to God, 
yet fuch a fente refpe&ing fins committed very recently, mult 
operate in this manner ; becaufe it mutt lead us to queftion 
our fincerity. And it muft lead to this in proportion to the 
view we haye of the purity of God, and the dpirituality of his 
law. It comports as little with the nature and proper influ- 
ence of the gofpel. We know that Chrilt did not come to 
fave us in our fins; but to fave us from them; to purify to 
himfelt a peculiar people zealous of good works. If we are the 
fubjects of this falvation, it is by being fanétified. The Holy 
Spirit, taking up his abode in the foul, is the fum of evangelic 
bleflings. If we love Chrift we fhall keep his word. Our 
felf-denial will refpe& every worldly luft. Enlightened per- 
fons then cannot fin with fo much quietude as others. If they 
break one of the leaft of the commandments of their God and 
Saviour, it muft interrupt the fpiritual repofe of their minds. 
Can we crucify the Son of God afrefh, and yet cry, Abba Fa- 
ther, with as much confidence as we could, if we had not done 
it?| No. Sin, jutt fo far as it is indulged, feparates between God 
andus. “If our heart condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things. If our heart condemn us not, 
then have we confidence towards God; and whatfoever we afk, 
we receive of him, becaufe we keep his commandments, and do 
thofe things which are pleafing in his fight.” Paul tells us, 
“ Our rejoicing is this, the teftimony of our confcience, that in 
jimplicity and godly fincerity, not by flefhly wifdom, but by 
the grace of God, we have our converfation in the world.” 
To live then difincumbered of doubts, ftupidity, confcious 
guilt, and darknefs of mind ; to enjoy the fuperior pleafures of 
an habitual, confidential intercourfe with God, we muf be vig- 
ilant. We mutt have commerce with no forbidden good. We 
mult leave nothing undone, which we know that we ought to 
do; and do nothing, which we know we ought not to do. 

According 
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According to the very expreflive language of the apoftle, we 
muft ‘ fhun even the appearance of evil.”? Ever a¢t circum- 
{fpectly, my dear Julia. Snares are laid for your feet at every 
ftep. Satan is a crafty and bufy foe. His children of this 
world are leagued with him to invade the peace of pious minds. 
The Chriftian life is ap inceffant warfare. We mutt ever be 
found armed, and in the pofture of defence. We mutt remem- 
ber our own weaknefs, rely upon him who its able to fave, 
cleave to him, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build us up, and to give us an inheritance among them that 
are fanctified. Let us ever tread warily. Whatever facrifices 
we are called to make ; whatever perfecutions for righteoufnefs’ 
fake we may be called to fuffer; let us be ftedfalt. Let us 
bring no guilt upon our confciences. We are addrefled with 
every poflible motive to purity and heavenly-mindednefs. We 
have the blamelefs example of our Lord before us. Whata 
lovely confidetitial nearnefs he appears to have enjoyed with 
his Father, by virtue of his perfect holinefs of heart! If we 
carefully and circumfpedtly walk in his fteps, we fhall probably 
partake of the fame divine fellowfhip with the Father. 


I am yours, &c. 
(To be continued. ) 








FOREIGN RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Extra& from the Report of the DireGors to the Tenth General 
Meeting of the London Miffionary Scciety, May 9, 10, and 11, 
1804. 


HE footfteps of Divine Providence, in the government of 
the world at large, are traced with devout attention by 
every real Chriftian ; but thofe events, which are vifibly conneé:- 
ed with the extenfion of the Saviour’s kingdom among men, and 
the falvation of thofe who had not heard his name, are obferv- 
ed with the moft diligent ‘and affectionate regard. To thofe 
who are the fubjects of the great Redeemer, the interefts of - 
pure and vital godlinefs are inexpreflibly dear; and the fmall- 
eft advances towards the eftablifhment of his gracious reign, 
where Satan ruled in Pagan darknefs, mult be pleafing in the 
higheit degree. In this view, the Direétors of the Miffionary 
Society indulge a hope, that the Report which they have now 
the honour to make, will prefent to its Members the path which 


they have trodden during the paft year, fufficiently marked 
with 
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with mercies to excite their thankfulnefs to our gracious Lord, 
and to invigorate their holy zeal in purfuing the grand obje& 
of the Inftitution. 

AFRICA. 

The whole Society has abundant caufe for joy and thankful- 
nefs, that ever their attention was direéted to the wretched 
inhabitants of South Africa; fo many of whom have been 
turned from ‘“ darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God.”’ 

In the laft report, the Directors were only able to ftate con- 
cerning brother Kicherer, that his labours had been attended 
with confiderable fuccefs. Since that time, information was 
received from Rotterdam, that he had arrived there, accom- 
panied by three members of his Hottentot congregation, 
Upon due inquiry by the Society in Holland, and the ftate- 
ment which Mr. K. offered of his reafons and motives, the 
Direétors could not but cordially approve of his conduét ; and 
therefore invited him to an interview with them in London, 
together with the African ftrangers. 

An opportunity to behold and converfe with fome of the 
firft fruits of the Miffionary Society’s labours in Africa, and 
to hear them declare, with their own lips, “ the wonderful 
works of God,” afforded a new and unequalled kind of fatif- 
faction and delight. It was affecting, in no common degree, 
to hear thefe dear people, themfelves recently delivered trom 
the power of darknefs, earneftly pleading in behalf of the 
heathen world at large, and of their own countrymen in par- 
ticular. A few fentences to this effect will not be deemed 
impertinent. One of the Hottentot women thus exprefled 
herfelf: What a pity, what a fin it is, that you (Europeans) 
who have for fo many years enjoyed, in great abundance, the 
heavenly bread, fhould keep it all to yourfelves, and not {pare 
one little crumb to the millions of poor heathen ;” adding, 
that “you may depend upon it, that you fhould not have the lefs 
for yourfelves, by giving fome to them; but that the Lord 
Jefus would blefs you, and give you-the more!” She alfo 
obferved, That could we but conceive fully of the miferable 
fituation of the Hottentots, we would certainly feel more com- 
paffion for them. She exprefled her humble thanks to the 
Englith people for fending Miflionaries among them; but 
entreated them earneftly to proceed further in this good work, 
the Lord having opened an effectual door, and there being yet 
fo many thoufands who know not the Lord. When taking 
leave of the congregation, fhe faid, “The laft thing I would 
fay is, O pray for poor Heathen !” 

It was the earneft wifh of the Direétors, that Mr. Kicherer 


and his friends might return to Africa as foon as poflible, ta 
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refume his ufeful labours, and to refrefh the hearts of his poor 
people, who parted with him in extreme regret, and who fully 
expected to fee him in the month of March; but infuperable 
difficulties, arifing from the renewal of hoftilities, have hitherto 
prevented this defirable event: it is hoped, however, that a 
fuitable conveyance in a neutral veflel may, ere long, be 
provided. 

The fame caufe has operated to interrupt their intercourfe 
with Dr. Vanderkemp, no direé advices having been received 
from him. ‘Through the medium, however, of the Dutch 
Society, who have heen more fuccefsful in obtaining his letters, 
intelligence of a very interefting nature has been lately 
received. 

FRANCE. 

The Dire&ors next advert toa Miffionary obje& of great 
magnitude, which we were once ready to hope would, ere this, 
have brightened more and more on our view, but which the 
renewal of hoftilities has covered for the prefent with a. gloomy 
cloud. The Society will recollea, that the New-Teftament of 
our Lord and Saviour fefus Chrift has been printed in France ; 
and meafures were adopted for difperfing that holy book, and 
the Effay on its Authenticity, throughout every part of that 
country, and its dependencies. The Oid Teftament allo was 
printing ; and in a flate of forwardne/s, previous to the break- 
ing out of the war. The Directors indulge a hope, that the 
former is, in fome degree, filently diffufing its falutary 
influence in that darren land: and although the political ftate 
of the two countries has made is expedient for us to fufpend 
our intercourfe with France, yet it: may be hoped, that the 
printing of the whole Scriptures will be effected by a Society 
on the Continent, actuated by views fimilar with our own ; 
and who are not, like us, prohibited from this good work bya 
{tate of warfare with that country. This circumftance alfo 
puts it out of our power to reprefent fo particularly, as might 
otherwife be done, the real {tate of the Proteftant caufe therein. 
We have, however, reafon to believe that, in the courfe of the 
paft year, a confiderable number of Proteftant congregations 
have been fupplied with paftors, in different. parts of the 
republic ; and that an increafing bias, in tavour of that caufe, 
appears among the people. 


NORTH AMERICA. 

The Dire&tors will now proceed briefly to mention the 
circumttances of the Society’s Miflions in North America. 

Mr. Bentom ftill refides at Quebec, where he has fuftained 
confiderable oppofition from perfons who bear the Chriitian 
name ; and who have prevailed on fome of his lefs ferious 
hearers 











“~anerr = 





Foreign Religious Intelligence. 239 


hearers,to withdraw themfelves from his miniftry. He has not 
been able to extend his labours to the Indians; but his fervices 
in. Quebec have, we truit, been ufefulto many. The obloquy, 
however, which his adverfaries have contrived to throw upon 
him, appears to have brought his ufefulnefs there to a ftand ; 
fo. that he is defirous of refigning his ftation to fome other 
minifter: a meafure which the Directors conceive may be 
expedient, fhould the Society think proper to fend another 
Miffionary there, and a fuitable perfon could be found, who is 
able to preach in the French language: a qualification highly 
defirable for Miflionaries in Canada. 

Mr. Mitchell, who has refided for about three years in New 
Bruniwick, has been an inftrument of fpiritual good to feveral 
individuals in that place. He has, however, left that part of 
the country, in confequence.of his marriage ; and removed to 
another {pot, where, we hope, he will ftill exert himfelf in the 
caufeof Chrift. The poor people, to whom he preached at 
New Carlifle, appear to relifh the good word of God, and who 
were engaged in building a better place of worthip, are 
extremely defirous that the Society would furnifh them with 
another minifter. The Directors, wifhing to comply with 
their laudable requeft, have determined on fending the Rev. 
Mr. Pidgeon, one of the ftudents at Gofport. ‘This appoit- 
ment Mr, P. has accepted with perfect readinefs; and having 
beén ordained at Goiport, has failed for America. 

From letters received from Mr. Mitchell, it appears that, in 
a.journey of confiderable extent, he vilited a great number of 
fettlements inhabited by Highlanders, &c. many of whom were 
Catholics, and who gladly received the word.—Whole towns 
and diftricts were totally deftitute of all religious ordinances, 
and feemed in danger to lofe the very forms of Chriltianity ; 
many of them exprefled ftrong defires for the means of relig- 
ious inftruction ; and would rejoice even in the occafional vil- 
its of an itinerant minifter. Among perfons of this defcrip- 
tion Mr. P. is to labour as much as poflible ; and to colleé& as 
particular an account as he is able of the {tate of religion 
throughout the province of New Brunfwick. Information 
of this kind cannot fail of being highly interefting to Chriftians 
of this country, and may ultimately lead to fome active mea- 
fures for the more general diffufion of evangelical light in that 
daik part of the earth. As a portion of the Britifh empire, 
inhabited by perfons who have emigrated from hence, or are 
deicendants of Britons, they have a ftrong claim on our 
compaflion; and it may be hoped, that a juft and accurate 
reprefentation of their pitiable ftate may induce our wealthy 
merchahts, and others, to exert their benevolent endeavours in 
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that quarter, upon a larger fcale than may ftriétly comport 
with the precife objeét of the Miffionary Society. 

Thefe obfervations are in fome meafure applicable to New- 
foundland. Mr. Hillyard, whofe faithful fervices in that ifland 
have been formerly reported, having fulfilled the term of his 
engagement with the Society, returned to io early in the 
lait year; but feeling an earneft-defire for further ufefulnefs 
in Newfoundland, he voluntarily offered to refume the fcene 
of his former labours. The Directors readily accepted his 
propofal ; and he accordingly failed from Liverpool in the 
latter end of the fummer ; and they have had the pleafure of 
hearing of his fafe arrival at Carbonear. 


ASIA. 

The Directors would now folicit the attention of the Society 
towards the vaft regions of the eaftern world. Thefe have 
long engaged the pity and the prayers of the Society ; nor have 
the Directors ever loft fight of the ftupendous object: they 
have repeatedly announced their earneft defires to fend ‘to the’ 
deluded millions of Afia the glad tidings of the glorious gofpel, 
whenever the good providence of God fhould open their way, 
and furnifh them with Miffionaries whofe talents and difpo- 
fitions fhould appear fuited to fuch important ftations as 
abound in that part of the globe. The period for entering 
upon the interefting fervice has at length arrived ; and there 
are now on their way to thofe countries fix brethren, two of 
whom are accompanied by their wives. The Rev. Mr. Vos 
fuperintends the Miffion defigned for Ceylon. His long ftand- 
ing in the Chriftian miniftry ; his faithful and fuccefsful labours 
therein, both in Holland and at the Cape of Good Hope, point 
him out asa perfon remarkably qualified to fill this tation. He is 
accompanied by the brethren Ehrhardt and Palm, natives of | 
Germany, who received their education for Miffionary fervices 
at the Seminary at Berlin. Mrs. Vos and Mrs. Palm have 
alfo an important fervice to occupy their zeal, in the inftruction 
of the female natives, and in aflilting in the education of 
children.* 

Thofe who are defigned to labour on the continent of India, 
are the Rev. Meiirs. Ringeltaube, Defcranges, and Cran. 
The firft is a native of Pruffia, who has already pafled a fhort 
time in India. The other Miflionaries have been about two 
years in the Seminary at Gofport; and the whole have been 
ordained to the office of the Chriftian miniftry, and recom- 
mended to the grace of God in the difcharge of the arduous » 

| and”. 

* From unavoidable circumflances, Mr. and Mrs. Palm could not - 


proceed with the ref of the Miffionaries ; but wait at Copenhagen for 


another opportunity. 
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and important fervice to which they are called. The Society 
will, no doubt, bear thefe devoted fervants of God in their 
affectionate remembrance ; and, at the throne of grace, implore 
in their behalf the Divine protection, counfel, and fupport, that 
they may make known among the Gentiles the unfearchable 
riches of Chrift ; and at length finifh their courfe with joy ! 

The Directors have the fatisfaétion to make a favourable Re- 
port of the ftate of the Seminary at Gofport. The young men, 
who are under a courfe of inftruétion fuited to Miffionary la- 
bours, purfue their ftudies with diligence ; and evince that de- 
votednefs of heart to the great object in view, which encourages 
their worthy Tutor and the Society to hope that they will one 
day become burning and fhining lights in the benighted re- 
gions of the Pagan world. Two other perfons have nearly fin- 
ifhed their medical ftudies ; and, we hope, may be eminently 
qualified for fituations in which the healing art may prove a 
happy introduction to the difpenfation of the gofpel, particular- 
ly in the molt highly civilized countries of the eaft. 

With cheerful confidence the Direétors look forward to the 
continued and liberal fupport of the Religious Public. The 
Society will perceive, by the foregoing ftatement of the enlarge- 
ment of the Miflionary fphere, that the expenditure of the In- 
ftitution mult, of courfe, be exceedingly increafed: about 
zoool. will be requifite for the conveyance of the Miflionaries 
now on their way, or ready to depart; and nearly the fame 
fum' may be annually neceflary for feveral years to come, for 
the purpofes of their feveral Miffions. The vifit of the Africans 
to this country, and their return, together with eight additional 
labourers, have occafioned an unexpetted and confiderable de- 
thand ; but, we truft, that this expenfe will not become a mat- 
ter of regret, when the fatisfaction which their vifit has afford- 
ed to the Society, and the probable advantage which the Mif- 
fion may derive from their report in Africa, are taken into con- 
fideration. When the large fums, which the efforts of the laft 
year have occafioned, are paid, it will be found that the expendi- 
ture es greatly exceeded the income, Thofe of our friends, 
therefore, who have fuppofed the retention of a large capital by 
the Society to be improper, will find that it will then be confid- 
erably reduced ; and unlefs the exertions of the public, particu- 
larly in the country, fhall keep pace with the extended opera- 
tions of the Society, the reduction mult be far greater than the, 
Direttors conceive is compatible with the permanent interefts 
.ef the Inftitution: but they indulge a confident expeéation, 
that while they purfue, with fteady zeal, the grand obje@ 
propofed,—* the fpread of the gofpel in Heathen and other 
unenlightened countries ;’—and while the great Head of the 
Church fhall be pleafed to fucceed with the facred influences of 
No. 6. Vol. IT. F rf his 
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his Holy Spirit their feeble endeavours, their Fellow-Chriftians, 
of every denomination, will cheerfully confecrate to this fervice 
a fufficient portion of their worldly fubitance, to enable the 
Society not only to fupport the Miflions already eftablifhed, 
but continually to make new inroads into the kingdom of dark- 
nefs, and to erect the ftandard of the crofs in every country to 
which they may have accefs. Much, very much indeed, 
remains to be done. We have but juft begun our work. We 
have made a beginning, and God has profpered it. Let us go 
forward. The voice of the Word is, **Go forward!” The 
voice of an approving Providence is, “ Go forward!” Let the 
encouraging voice of the Public, in their prayers and in their 
generous contributions, alfo be, “ Go forward !” 


——- +o 


OTAHEITE, — 
The Dire@ors of the London Miffionary Society have lately received 


letters and journals from Otaheite, by which we have the pleafure to 
hear, that the Miffionaries continue in fafety and health, and are dili- 
gently engaged in the inflrudtion of the natives. Alfo a letter from 
Dr. Vanderkemp. 


~ The Journals of the Miffionaries at Otaheite, from October 
I, 1802, to April 11, 1803, were brought to England by the 
Unicorn, and happily preferved by a Mr. Newton, the fuper- 
cargo, and part owner, notwith{tanding the fhip was captured 
by the French in her way home. The Miflionaries having at- 
tained the language, frequently preach to the natives, not only 
ftatedly on the Lord’s-day at Matavia, their place of refidence, 
but Meifrs. Jefferfon and Scott have made a month’s tour, in 
Ogober and November 1802, through a large part of the ifland, 
preaching feveral times a-day to the people they could collect. 
In fome places, few could be induced to attend; in others, a 
confiderable number. 

Meiirs. Bicknell and Wilfon took a journey round Eimeo for 
a month, commencing December 23, 1802, and preached te 
many fouls. | 
- The whole number of adult perfons who heard our brethren 
in the former teur, was about 3,700. For the greater part, 
they heard with much indifference, and even fome mocked ; 
but a few were attentive and inquifitive. In the latter jour- 
ney round Eimeo, the attention of the natives was more feri- 
ous. They have not yet perceived any pofitive fruits of their 
labours in the converfion of the heathen ; but they have fown 
in hope ; and, we truft, will reap with joy. 

The havoc made by difeafe and war has been deplorably 
great ;—fome parts of the ifland are almoft depopulated —_ 
rom 
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from the moft accurate judgment they could form, the whole 
number of remaining inhabitants does not exceed fix or feven 
thoufand at moft. 

A few days after the arrival of the above official papers, 
frefh intelligence of a later date was communicated to the Di- 
rectors by Captain M’Lennan, of the fhip Dart, jutt arrived, 
and which left Otaheite September 2, 1803. While he was 
there, an event of great importance took place. Pomarre, the 
principal chief, who had been feafting at Attarahoo, in order 
to confolidate his authority in that quarter, was about to pay a 
vifit to the fhip, when he was obferved fuddenly to drop his pad- 
dle, and fink down into the canoe. It appears that he was 
feized with an apopledtic fit, and expired in half an hour. 

The Miffionaries having loft their principal proteétor, began 
to be alarmed for their fafety ; but on affurances received from 
Edea, that whatever changes might happen in the government, 
they fhould be fecure, they refolved to continue in the ifland, 
wd perfevere in their labours. The Captain left them all 
well, 
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DR. VANDERKEMP. 

_A Letter has been received by the Directors from Dr. Van- 
derkemp, dated Feb. 29, 1803; from which it appears, that 
the Miflion at Bethel’s Village goes on well; that the gojpel 
{preads more and more among the poor Hottentots ; and that 
the progrefs of the fcholars in reading, writing, and religious 
knowledge, is equally aftonifhing. The Miffionary {pirit 
which animates the new converts to profefs the name of Chrift 
whenever they have opportunity, is remarkably great, and will 
appear very extraordinary to all who know their natural lan- 
guor, ftupidity, and averfion from every kind of mental or 
bodily exercife. 





Exitrad of a letter from Mr. Palm, dated Copenhagen, Fune 11,1804. 
* Our brethren left Copenhagen on the 20th of April. From 
Flfineur they wrote us word, that the Lord has again been 
pleafed to.exercife their faith at the firft fetting out of their 
long voyage. Their fhip happening to lie at anchor about 
three Englifh miles from the fhore, they were obliged to join 
it in a boat; but when they had made about three parts of 
their way, the boat became leaky ; and fuch a quantity of wa- 
ter rufhed in, that, all of a fudden, they found themfelves im- 
merfed almoft to the middle. But Mr. Vofs having, happily, 
a tin veflel with him, they made ufe of it to bail out the water 
as faft as they could. By this means they kept themfelves up 
| till 
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till their fhip’s boat came to their affiftance, and fafely carried 


them on board. Mr. and Mrs. Vofs, however, caught a fevere 
cold.” | 





Extra of a letier from a Miffionary on the Coaft of Malabar. 


[Translated from the German.] 


“ On the 2oth of Sept. 1793, I fet out on my journey for 
Tanfchaur, in company with the worthy Mr. Schwartz, The 
Prince of Tanfchaur, the adopted fon of the late King Tulet- 
chi (whom he, by the exprefs defire of government, had 
brought to Madras) accompanied us, with his retinue en 
horfeback, for fome miles. On the evening of the fame day 
we reached Tirupalur, a great Heathen place, with two tem- 
ples, efteemed very holy by the Pagan priefts. Here Mr. 
Schwartz had occafion to fpeak with many bramins, and oth- 
er people (to whom he was already known) a word in due 
feafon. In an animated and energetic fpeech, he fhewed them 
the abfurdity and corrupted ftate of the Heathen religion ; and 
their blindnefs in comparifon with the light of Chriftianity, as 
a clear, pure, and rational fyftem, and a convincing and pow- 
erful doétrine.—I faw, with amazement, how willingly thefe 
poor creatures heard this powerful inftruétion. 

“It muft be allowed, that to keep awake the attention of 
thefe people, a perfect knowledge of the language, which Mr. 
Schwartz poflefles ina very great degiee, is required. He 
{poke a long time to the multitude ftanding; and though I 
did not underftand the whole difcourfe in the Malabar tongue, 
yet I remarked, in the very eyes and whole deportment of 
this numerous aflembly, that, to the feveral queftions propofed 
to them, they more than once anfwered, “ Yes, it is true, it is 
right, it fhould be fo.” The night foon came on, and Mr. 
Schwartz moved, as if he would depart; “ O, by no means !”” 
cried the people: we wifh to hear you longer. ‘ Come,” faid 
they,“ fit down here ; you are tired of ftanding.”—We readily 
complied ; and fat down on the fteps of a ftone ftair-cafe, 
near which there ftood a great waggon, in which, on feftival 
days, their idols are drawn. 

“ Mr. Schwartz continued preaching for about half an hor 
longer. The people, on their departure, thanked us for the 
pains we had taken on their account. We afked thefe peop 
afterwards, why they did not embrace fo excellent a dodring, 
which they themfelves could neither contradi@, nor allow to 
be any otherwife than good ; but the anfwer was always this: 
— “Yes, that we would. do, was it not for the world 
and the belly: the world would hate, | deride, and de- 
fpife us; nay, even your own people, who call themielves 
” : Chriftians, 
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Chriftians, would mock us :—and the belly muft be fupported ; 
—you prielts cannot maintain ws! and you are not to be 
blamed for it: your government will not provide for us.” 





AFRICA. 
A Miffonary now labouring in Africa, thus writes : 

“‘ My prefent habitation is among the Briquas, at the Kroe; 
man River, about twelve days journey beyond the Orange 
River, about the latitude of 25 fouth. 

‘The Briquas are more civil than any other nation in this 

art of the world. They do not murder, nor fteal; and are 
yery feldom at war. Their language is pleafant, and without 
the claps of the tongue among the Hottentots: they do not 
worthip idols, but acknowledge one Supreme Being ; they cir- 
cumcife their children: they cultivate the ground ; and fow @ 
fort of corn, pumpkins, beans, &c. : they trade with other na; 
tions in iron, brafs, ivory, cattle, and fkins. They are govern- 
ed by kings. ‘The name of the prince where I am labouring 15 
Mallahabang. They make their own inftruments and tools, — 
fuch as knives, axes, &c. . Wild beafts abound here, — fuch as 
elephants, buffaloes, rhinocerofes, and gnoes, with others not 
mentioned in the natural hiftories. Once in two or three weeks 
I ride round to the different kraals in my neighbourhaod, to 
preach the gofpel to them by means of an interpreter. To 
thofe who live nearer to me, about 150 in number, I preach 
every Sabbath. A few Corannas, who live with me, I inftrug 
every day. I labour under great difficulties, and my fityation 
has been very trying for three years pal; but hawe reafon to 
glory in tribylations.”’ 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


SEMI-ANNUAL meeting of the board of Fruftees of 
l \ the M. M. Society was holden in Bofton, on the 13th inft. 
After .a folemn addrefs to the throne of grace, the bufinefs of 
the meeting was entered upon, and fucceflively gone through 
with very great harmony and fatisfaétion. The Rev. Mr. 
Smith, one of the Miffionaries, lately employed in the fervice 
of the Society, was prefent, and communicated to the Board 
the following interefting Abftraé of his Miffionary Journal. 


“ Hayeguirt, O&ober 29, 1804. | 
“ YESTERDAY I returned home from my miffion to the 
new fettlements in the North Weltern parts of the State of 


New-York, having been out upwards of 17 weeks ; sry 
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which time, I rode 1320 miles; preached 88 fermons ; admin 
iftered the Lord’s Supper 5 times; baptized 35 children ; ad- 
mitted 18 perfons into the church; attended 14 conferences, 
and 5 church meetings ; vifited 7 fchools, and made 157 fami- 
ly vifits ; attended 3 funerals, and vifited g fick perfons. 

“In molt of the towns, churches are formed, many of which 
confift of 70 or 80, or from 50 to 100 members; and are ina 
flourifhing ftate ; but as yet, very few have obtained minifters. 
In numbers of places, the peaple are very defirous of obtaining 
candidates for fettling. | 

‘I found very encouraging attention to preaching in almoft 
all places ; and was preffed se meafure, by the {folicitations 
and tears of many, to ftay longer with them, or vifit them 
again. Indeed, it was extremely difficult and painful to leave 
them. Many times, after preaching in the forenoon, the af- 
ternoon and evening, the people would refufe to go away, and 
ftill hold me in religious converfation, interefting inquiry, or fe- 
rious conference, until midnight, and fometimes, till one, and 
even two o’clock in the morning ; when I have been obliged 
to requeft them to retire. They often exprefled a concern, ‘et 
they fhould trefpafs on my time and ftrength ; and, in apolo- 
gy, faid, it was fo feldom they had the opportunity, that when 
they had, it was precious to them, and they wifhed to improve 
it. In many places I left numbers, and in one place 14, who 
had recently become the hopeful fubjects of fovereign grace, 
and were expected foon to join the churches ;—likewife num- 
bers under diftreffing conviction of fin, and ferious inquiries 
what they muft do to be faved. 

“ Although, in the review, I have great reafon for felf-abafe- 
ment before God; yet Ihave reafon to believe, that-he has 
been pleafed to blefs the labours of fo unworthy a fervant, for 
the comforting and rejoicing of numbers of his dear children, 
and for the conviction and hopeful converfion of numbers, who 
were going down to deltruction. And forever bleffed be his 
holy name, ’ 

“ Great is the call for miffionary exertions ; and happy is the 
opportunity, for thofe who are difpofed, to exercife and to enjoy 
the benevolence of their own hearts. 

“It was truly and deeply affecting to obferve the feelings of 
the ferious, and the expreffions of their fenfe of the benevolence 
of the Miffionary Societies towards them ; and their defires 
that the gratitude of their hearts might be made known to their 
pious benefaétors. 

“ Let every benevolent heart be opened, and the wildernefs 
will rejoice, and the defert will be glad; and God will be 
glorified. 


6 Received 
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“ Received for the Maflachufetts Miflionary Society 25 dol- 
lars and 45 cents. 
| “DAVID SMITH, 
“‘ Miffionary for the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society, 


In addition to this fummary account of his miflionary tour, 
Mr. Smith gave, orally, fuch a defcription of the field of his 
labours, and fuch general and particular information, as were 
calculated ftrongly to imprefs the mind with the importance 
of the miflionary bufinefs, and greatly to encourage renewed 
and perfevering exertions. 

A letter to the Prefident of the Society, from the Rev. Mr. 
Powers, another of our Miffionaries, was alfo communicated, 
from which the following is an extract. 


“ Through the {miles of Divine Providence, I have returned 
from my miffion; during the profecution of which I experi- 
enced much of the goodnefs and mercy of God. From my 
houfe in Penobfcot, I travelled fouthward upon the Lilands; 
eaftward to the St. Croix; thence northward upon Penobfcot 


river ; thence weftward through the Diftri& of Main, in the- 


back and newly fettled towns. I have generally found a 
very ready difpofition to affemble, and a very engaged atten- 
tion to hear. I have been fourteen weeks in the miflionary 
employment; have travelled upwards of a thoufand miles, 
preached ninety-five fermons, vifited one hundred and feventy 
families, adminiftered the facrament of baptifm feveral times, 
and of the fupper once, vifited a few fchools, attended three 
funerals, and vifited numbers fick. I have feen great religious 
attention upon Iflefborough Ifland, near Penobfcot, and at 
Northport ; and been informed of a good work at Bath.” 


This is but a brief fketch of Mr¥®Powers’ miffion; but we 
have encouragement from him of a more particular account. 
As the Rev. Mr. Sewall, our other Miflionary in the eaftern 


diftri@, was appointed for the year, no particular commilinica- 
tions were received from him at the femi-annual meeting. 


The Rev. William Riddel, Mr. Nathan Waldo, and 


Moulton, are appointed to a winter and {pring miffion in the 
weltern region. 


ANECDOTE. 
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_.... Chriffian Fortitude of a Proteflant Peafant. 

- FORMERLY, mof -of: the inhabitants of Kintail, in 
Scotland, were Roman Catholics; though now it is other 
wift This poor man was tenant to a Roti Catholic noble- 
man; and being gtiévoufly opprefféd; he, in confequence, had 
arréars to a confiderable~dmount with his landlord. The 
farmer applied to his lordthip’s under-fattor, or fteward, to 
intetcede for him, and procure him fome redrefs. He promifed 
the honeft man to {peak to his lord in his favour; but he did 
nd fuch thing. The farmer then addreffed the fuperior fa@or, 
beféeching hifi to petition his lord for him: he too promifed 
fairly ; but did not perform. The man, in defpair, at laft took 
courage, appeared before the lord himfelf, and told him his 
fimple tale. The lord had‘pity oi him, and gave him a dif- 
charge in full for all he owed him ; ‘and éven condefcended to 
gtcompany thé peafant through the great hall, on the walls of 
Which hung the pictures of faints and martyrs. His lordfhip 
afked him, if he knéw whoft pictutes thofe were. “No.”— 
* They are the reprefentatives of faints, to whom I pray that 
they will intercedé for mé with the great Lord of all, to 
forgive me my fms.’ “But why not pray to the great Lord 
of all yourfelf?’ ‘Oh! that would be too gréat a prefump- 
tion ;— it is far better to have fuch mediators, as fairits, between 
God and man.’ “Ido not think fo, my lord; and I will 
prove it :—lI firft applied to Little Sandy, your under-faétor, to 
intercede with you forme: he did it not. I then addrefled 
Mickle Sandy, the, athet fa&tor:'he too promifed, but did 
nothing neithér. Then all at once I applied to yourtelf my 

lord, and you have f$rgiven me every thing.” * 














POETRY. 
cy ley On the Death of a Pious Female. 
a SEAUTY, alas, muft fade! it cannot fave 
"RD The fair poffeffor from the gloomy grave ! 
My lovely friend, who charm’d my raptur’d eye, | 
Muft charm that eye no more ; my friend muff die ! 
But virtue lives; the foul, adorn’d with grace, 
Afcends to God ; beholds its Saviour’s face.. 
The heatt, iflumin’d by a heavenly ray, 
Shines, /hines refulgent in eternal day. 
Adieu, thou angel ; more, thou holy /aiat ;. 
Tatte, tafte celeitial joys, without reftraint. 
With your redeemed friends fweet anthems fing 
To the exalted Jefus, Zion’s King. 
With him, in blifs divine, may you rejoice, 
Till I fhall join you with my feeble voice. 












